Welcome to the audio walkthrough of the ‘Vision in Bloom’ garden at the 2026 RHS Sandringham Flower Show. This garden is one of a series of community cube gardens funded by the Royal Horticultural Society. It represents Vision Norfolk, the county’s sight loss charity, and was designed by me, Rajul Shah. 
This audio walkthrough is designed to explore the garden, it’s inspiration, overall design, colours, plants and movement. If you have any further question, please chat to one of our volunteers available nearby.
The theme of the ‘Vision in Bloom’ garden is vision and sight. The design plays with symmetry to reflect the human face: at the same time asymmetrical but balanced. The shapes are inspired by microscopic images of the structure and anatomy of the eye.  
What I wanted to achieve with this garden was a beautiful, joy-filled space, that speaks to people who have vision impairment by including multi-sensory aspects. There are plants with strong scents, culinary herbs and plants with movement that create sound. Texture wise, we've got the shiny surface of the galvanized troughs, rough bark of the logs, and all the plants have different textures as well. The trees have wonderful peeling bark. 
Designed to be easy to achieve, the garden sets out to encourage people get involved in gardening especially if you’re a newer gardener or worried about setting up a with limited sight. Losing elements of one sense doesn't mean you can't be passionate about gardens. So the plant choices have been made very carefully with that in mind. I’ve tried to be aware of safety issues and avoided plants that have, dangerous sap or spikes, and have chosen plants that feel prickly, for example, without being dangerous, as well as plants that feel soft. The water is contained in low-level troughs, and all the plants are perennial, so they can return to your garden year after year.
The garden is contained within a large rust coloured steel frame. If you’re standing with the path behind you and looking into the cube, immediately in front of you you’ll see a silver steel trough with water plants in it, including stripy spikes of Equisetum jutting out of the water. There is an identical trough across from you towards the back of the gardens. Rising up from the troughs are two eye sculptures, about 70 centimetres wide, on a tall pole. On the left, the eye is lower, about chest height, while on the right the eye is taller, at about head height, and set further back. 
Framing the garden are two ornamental cherry trees rising above everything else. Multi stemmed with dark green leaves. One in the foreground to the right, and one in the background to the left.
In front of troughs, on the front left, is a log pile with the circular faces of the logs facing front and the rough texture of the bark on top. Nestled in amongst those, all along the front of the garden, will be plants with all different leaf shapes and colours. There are swishy grasses running in ribbons from the foreground to the background of the garden. Dancing through the planting are lots of different brightly coloured flowers.
You will notice the drama of the sculptures immediately showing you what this garden's about, the eyes. And your attention will hopefully bounce from feature to feature with this feeling of repetition of elements where we've got things in pairs, such as the troughs, the eyes, the trees, and the fennel. It's quite calming and pleasing to have that predictability, but it could be boring if it was symmetrical. So the elements of asymmetry in there will keep your interest. 
The colour themes of this garden range from deep, dark, plums and purples through all shades of pink. If there’s a breeze you may hear fluttering and rustling from the dancing movement of tall flower spikes and grasses. 
As you walk around the garden you can explore different plants with unique leaf and flower shapes and colours.
Some of the highlights of the garden include the echinacea which have a very bold flower form, with this strong coneflower daisy in a deep purply pink.
The fennel, is zingy and airy with a zesty lime green flower that dancing about the other plants.
There are burgundy heucheras. These are commonly called coral bells because the leaves look like coral and they have little dancing bell flowers.
The flowers of the pennisetum grass look like bunny tails. They’re fluffy, white, super soft, and weave through the garden like a ribbon.
The sanguisorba lilac squirrel has cute dangly flowers. They look a bit like tassels. They’re a kind of sugar pink and they come out on long stalks that wave about on the ends of these flower stalks. The base of the plant has the most adorable little toothed leaves, almost like you're taking crimping scissors around the edges of the leaf.
Thank you very much for exploring the ‘Vision in Bloom’ garden with me. If you have any questions about the garden, please ask one of our friendly volunteers.
This garden was created as a collaboration between Vision Norfolk and me, Rajul Shah.
I’m a Norwich-based garden designer and I create gardens of all sizes across Norfolk and Suffolk. You can find out more about me on rajulshah.co.uk or by calling me on 07816 308781.
For 220 years Vision Norfolk has been a lifeline for thousands of people living with vision impairment across Norfolk, supporting them to lead independent and fulfilling lives. You can find out more on visionnorfolk.org.uk or by calling 01603 573000.
Our special thanks goes out to Practical Plants, Norfolk Garden Services, Jeni Cairns, Plant Grow, Clarkes of Walsham and Steelscapes.

